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DEATH CLAIMS
JOHN C. C. MAYO.

Great Kentuckian Gone to Rest.

Passes Away in New York City as Resu!t
of Relapse Following a Period
of Improvement.

John C. Calhoun Mayo died at 2:20
o'clock Monday, May 11, 1914, ut the
Waldorf- Astorin. Uramie polsoning
wis the cause,

Mr. Mayo at the time of hin death
was surrounded by moembers of his
family and close friends, The end waa
courngecun, the same as Mr., Mayo's
earesr,

After n long struggle for health in
Cinelnnatl and his  home city of
FPuintaville, Ky., Mr, Mayo was tnken
o New York April 26 and took the
apartments in which he died. He had
the attention of the clty's and Ameri-
on's best wspecinlists, but they were
unable to help him.

A week ngo Mr. Mayo showed o
plight Improvement nnd arrangements
were made to take him to Lang Deach,
Long lsland, where, [t wns thought,
the ocean breczes would benefit him.

Relapse I Suffered.

The following day, just bafore he
was to have been taken to lLong
Beach, he suffered a relapse nnd be-
came semliconaclous. Since then he
had been In a comatose condition, al-
though at timea he appeared stronger
and his family entertained hopes for
his recovery.

Perioarditis, an Iinflammation of the
sac which surrounds the heart, devel-
oped Friday and physicians despalred
of his life, With the exception of a
brief rally Bunday night., he sank al-
most constantly until the end came

Mra. Mayo had been with her hus-
band through his (llneas and for near-
Iy & day before his death she was at
his bedslde continuously. With her
were thelr two children, who came to
New York Saturday night with their
grandfuther, T. J. Mayo, and Mr, and
Mrs, Fred Atkinson. Mrs. Atkinson s
A slster of Mr. Mayo,

Business Associates Present.

Washington Mayo, brother of the
dead man: J. W. M. Stewart, & cou-
sin, and Mr. and Mra, J. E. Bucking-
bam, of PPaintaville, have heen with
Mr. Mayo niso all during his (llness
Mr. Buckingham was assoclated with
the deceased man In business and at
one time a pupll of Mr. Mayo when
the latter was a sohool teacher in Ken-
tucky.

Mr, Buckingham recoelved hundreds
of telegrams of condolence regarding
the denth of Mr. Mayo., All convey
the same mentimoent and belief, that
Kentucky han lost one of its greatest
powers for good and for the develop-
ment of the state of Kentuoky.

An & boy John Mayo came to know
the contents of hin native hills and he
realized more than any other man of
hin day und time the wvalue of coal
and iron and other minerals and clays
therein. Hin first and constant iden
wun the developmoent of those resoure-
e for his people—the mountaln pea-
ple—and for himself. He came to the
Blue Grosa when n youth and was
gradunted wit gh honors from the
Kentucky Wealfynn College, then at
Millersburg, now at Winchester,

Then he went back to his beloved
mountainse and taught school and
sludied law. He was fnally admitted
to the bar and his small savings he
invested as rapldly as possibly in land,
which was then cheap. e was a not-
ursl geologist and he rode the moun-
talns over during the vacation period
and aften from Friday adjournment
of his school untll tha following Mon-
duy morning,

Bought Up Ceal Lands.

¥  loeated lands that people wanted
to !l and he bought options upon
thousands of scres, though he was
forever telling his people of the poss|-
Bilitles In the lands if they would hold
them. His operations had been on the
west side of the Big Sandy river in
Johnson and Plke countles when about
1889 or 1860 he got into touch with the
Merrits, who wero big Iron and coal
opearators of that period. They gave
him  $60,000 In cash and notes for
$100,000 for 10,000 4 s In Johnson

 and Pike countios . .ld him that

they would pay him $16 an acre for all
! ho could buy for them on the
" gamtern slde of the Big Bandy. Mayo
) t his mother a nice home
_ in Paintwyille and then hegun in-
. westing the romainder of his 60,000

"l ~and his discounted notes for

o T

Johnson and Pike counties and he won
the attachments. For flyve years Mayo
wis barely able to keep his holdings
together under the name of the Sandy
Valley and Elkhorn Coal Company and
when In 1888 W, B Dudley, of Car-
lisle, and three other Hlue Crass men
met him quite by accldent he was very
long on land and very short on cash,
Dudley and his friends bocame inter-
ested In Mayvo and investod $20,000 in
bonds of the Sandy Valley and Elk-
horm Coal Company.

Rated as Multimillionaire.

From that time his progress  wns
nothing short of wonderful. He wun
generally coneeded to be o multimil-
lHonalre. In addition to the §70,000,000
connolidated coal corporation, which
controls 100,000 deres in Plke and
Letcher countles, and 30,000 acres in
Johnson and Martin countles, togeth-
er with o vast acreage In Went Vir-
ginin, Mayo was Interested in the
$50.000,000 Elkhorn Coal and Fuel Co.,
which controls 265,000 acres In Letcher
and other Kentucky countles: the
Blemp Consolidated Coal Company,
which controls 990,000 mcres, the Toms
Creek Coal Company, which has 10,000
acrea; the Willlams Coal and Coke
Company, which has 7,000 acres, and
in several other companies,

About 14 years ago Mayo married
Misa Alice Meok, daughter of Green
Meek, of Paintaville, who operated n
Hne of steamboats on the Big Sandy
river and was heavily Interested in
the timber Industry. They have two
children, John, 13 years old, and Mar-
garet, § years old.

After yoars of the hardest kind of
work he last summer found himaelf
run down in hoalth, and upon the ad-
vice of physioinns went abroad. He
came back at the end of August look-
ing like a new man and fecling fine.
He continued so until Sunday, Feb-
ruary 15, when he caught a cold, which
attacked his kidneys.

Taken to Cincinnati.

On February 25 Mr. Mayo was tnken
te the Jowlsh hospital, In Cincinnati,
from his home In Paintsville, where
for elght weeks, he made a game fight
for his life, Pracotically all of the time
he wns under the care of Dr. R. R,
Wilkinson, of Clnelnnatl, and Drs.
Biggs, Slade and Lindeman, special-
{atn, of New York,

On April 11 & transfusion of blood
wns made from Whashington Mayo,
the capitalist's brother, and three days
afterward another operation of the
same kind was made. The patient ap-
parently rallied and gained strength
after the two transfusions, and when
ho was sent to New York on April 24
on former United States Senator Clar-
once Watson's private car, which had
beon egquipped as n veritable hospital,
his physicinne thought that he had
won hin battle.

The funeral took place at Pninta-
ville at 10:80 n. m. today. (Thuraday).
It waos attended by prominent people
from all over the State, and some from
the Eastern clties,

The Funeral.

The body arrived from New York
Wednesdiny morning in a special ear
attached to the rogular train. Accom-
panying Mrs, Mayo and the two chil-
dren wore Mr, Mayo's father T. J.
Mayo, brother Washington Mayo, sle-
ter Mrs, Fred Atkinson, Mr, Fred At-
kinson, Mr. and Mre. J. E. Bucking-
ham, J. W. M. Stewart. At Ashland
they were Jolned by W. H. Dudley,
Gen, Percy Haley, Charles and John
F. Howes. Other friends went aboard
the car at polnts on the Big Sandy div-
islon. About 200 people met the train
at thoe Palntsville station which is &
mile and n holf from town, All busi-
ness houses, Including the banks, were
closed for two days.

The Rev. Dr. Foote, of Loulsville, M.
. Church South, was selected to
preach the funernl. The services were
hold In Mayo Memorinl Chapel, the
handsor e edifice erected three yenrs
ngo, o ofly through the ald of My, and
Mrs, Muyo.

A wspecinl train brought to the fun-
eral Benator Clarence W, Wiitson and
aixty oMealals of the Bikhorn Puel Co.
Also, & number of C. & O, -offcialns
nrrived hy specinl train,

The flornl tributes wera so numerous
and of such rare boauty that the col-
lection could hardly be surpassed.

The body wan viewed at the resl-
denoe by hundreds of sorrowing friends
on Wedneadany, On Thursdny Imme-
diately following the servioes at the
ehurch, the remnlns were laid to rest
i the beautiful family burial ground

L
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on the hill in sight of the residence.

The honorary pall bearers were s
follows: Clov., James B, MeCreary,
Senalor C. W. Watson, ex-Gov, J. C.
W. Beckham, State Treasurer T. B,
Rhen, Hon. R, H, Vansant, Sepator
W. E. Chilton, J. H. Whetlrieght, John
¥, Hager, W, 8. Harking, . W. Gard-
ner, C. B, Slemp, J. M. York, J. E
Buckingham, M. I. Conley, G. B. Wall,
W. 8. Dudley, Thos J. Davis, . A,
Hingeh, Monte J. Gable, Johnson N.
Camden, Percy Haley, Louis Des
Cogneta, L. E, O'Sulllvan, A. D, W,
Smith, A. W, Young, J. W. M, Stewart,
Desha Breckinridge, Justus Goebel, R.
P. Ernst, Milton H. Emith, ¢, M.
Preston,

The active pall bearers were &8
follows, all having been pupils of Mr.
Mayo when he taught school here;

Jag, W. Turner, Chas. J. Howes,
Fred Howes, John Howes, Fugene H.
Hager, Claude Buckingham, Heber
Rlce, Warren H. Preston, Dan E. Pres-
ton, W. €, Howes, C. T. Rule, 8. A.
Webh,

By the passing of John C., C. Mayo
one of the most notable charnoters of
his generation, possibly of & century,
has been taken from the activities of
human Hfe. Other men have been re-
markable for thelr uotterances, for
thelr explaite In the arena of politics,
for thely ablity in the worid of states-
manship and  diplomecy, Some of
these exploits and utterances may hiave
i recorded history, to be read and then
forgotten, but whiat John Mayo has
done in the past decade, even, will, be-
ciuse of its nature, endure asg long as
time shall last. The riches of the hills
and mountains of his loved Kentucky
have through his potent instrumental-
ity been made avatlable, With these
highlands of the Stnte Mr. Mayo's
naume will have an indisgoluble con-
nection, and the mentlon of them and
the miracles wrought there will sug-
gest the name of Mayo

The man wis a remarkable product.
Not born to the purple nor to Inherited
pliace of power, he came to the froot in
the world of business and finance be-
cause of an inherent ability, later de-
veloped to a moat surprising degree,
He had the fine qualities of foresight,
exccutive abllity, rugged honesty and
untiring, indomitable industry and a
persevernnce which balked at nothing.
Hin foresight showed him the possi-
bilities of Eastern Kentucky; his ex-
ocutive skill enabled him to shape and
control the various organizations nec-
eusary for the accomplishment of his
purposes; his sterling honesty brought
him the confidence of his fellowmen,
and his unflagging industry kept him
in constant touch with the many en-
terprises whose sucoessful nccompligh-
ment brought him fame and fortune,

Mr., Mayo wnns also a remarkable
man In that he muade his muaterial
woalth, not by speculation In the rise
and faull of stocks, but by the appre-
olation of his properties,. When he
went to buy he purchased that which
he belleved would in the very near
future from the day he bought it be
worth more than he pald for it, If it
rose In value he was the gainer, but
the seller was not & loser by the trins-
aotion. Properties not His advanced
in value with his, and Mr. Mayo large-
Iy helped to clear and make secure the
titles to the lands of others,

What this mun of barely two sgcore
vears and ten might have done had he
been permitted to live the allotted
#pan, no one can more than speculate,
The present e of lmprovement and
davelopment In Kentucky of which
John Mayo wus the central tigure is
yet ln lts infancy. What can and will
be done in the next quarter of a con-
tury can only be lmugined. In whit-
aver will be snccomplished In the way
of producing conl, of bullding clties
and towns and rallrosds in the vast
domain which ealls the attention of
America and Europe to this part of
our State, John Caldwell Calhoun
Maye would have lwen the foremost
figure. Though comparatively young
his foree of character, his far-seelng
wisdom and his power to do things
made him the peer and the business
assoclate of men far older and more
experienced In the great game of bus-
ineas. These men had found him to
be n man of wonderful capacity for
direction and execution, and they had
found, too, that his word was s good
us his bond, and that bond today is

good for its milllons,

With all Mr, Mayo's command of
such vast wealth, his soclal and polit-
loal power, his poaltion in the world of
buginess and finance hé was as gentle
a8 & woman, as approachable as a
child. He had been the intimate of
money Kings and political magniates,
but to the poorest and humblest of his
friends he was ever graclous and kind.
There was not a grain of snobbery or
the slghtest tinge of the aristocrat
in the moake-up of John Mayo. Thor-
oughly democratic in ideas and tastes
he was the helping friend of the poor
and lowly. What he did for his triends,
his town and the Blg Sandy wvalley is
known nnd read of men. Education
and religlon in this rogion have great
cause Tor rejoiclng that “Calhoun
Mayo lived and fur intense sorrow
that he I no more. To help In the
bullding of schoolhou: ed and churchies
he was alwoys reandy and liberal. It
has been sald by one of the old clussic
writers that “the evil that men do lives
after them; the good is oft interred
with their bones,” Here s an excep-
tion, No evil is said of John Mayo,
and surely the great good he has done
for his Kind will live long safter his
paln-racked body has crumbled to ita
original dust,

Mr, Mayo dealred to lUve, And why

COL. JOHN C. CALHOUN MAYO,

Whose death I8 being deeply mourned

by évery citizen of Eastern Kentucky

and thousands of other people throug hout the State and oation. He was
Kentucky's wealthiest man, greatest philanthropist and benefactor, a gen-
ius whose record has seldom been equ alled in this country where large ac-

complishments are common.

The above pleture is from a photo graph made in London, England, last

summer.

should he not? Life held much that
wia deur to him—wife, children, par-
ents, brothers and sisters, hosts of
friends, He had known what it was
to be poor, and had risén to aflluence,
every dollar of his great wealth hon-
estly made, The earth looked good to
him, and there was no reason why he
should be In haste to leave It while yet
in the enjoyment of what It held, So,
when the strugele for existence came
he did as he had done when confronted
with opposition in the battle with the
world: he put up the best fight posasi-
ble. “Money I8 no quegton—restore
me to heglth"—and the contest between
death and the doctors began. The men
of medicine, the most ¢minent men In
thelr profession procurable, brought
Into uge every known means to save
thelr putient, and it Is a fact that thelr
akill kept him allve for weeks when |t
seemed thiat every day wae surely his
last, untl] finally the weary man cloged
his eyes Hke a child going to sleep and
waa dead.

The gentle, unassuming wife, the
heart-partner of her distingulshed
hushand, modestly shared his great
triumphs and successes, When the
futal illness came, for weary weeks of
alternating hope and despalr she was
his constunt companion and comfaorter,
When the Great Sorrow came she bore
the stroke with fortitude and christian
resignation, and there comes to her
now a wealth of sinceregt sympathy.
May the solice which the world ecan-
not give and the peace which passeth
understanding be hers, And to the
hrave, generous man she loved oo well
let us not say “farewell’” but rather
“God be with you till we meet n¥ain”

In the death of Mr. John C. C., Mayo
Kentucky has lost her most useful
citizen. No other man of the present
generation hus aocomplished anything
In a muterinl way that compures with
what he hus done for the State, It s
safe to say that there are not a dezen
men lving In the United States today
who have legitimately accomplished
as great results as did this modest,
untiring, big-hearted and blg-brained
mountain boy, Certaln It Is that no
other financial giant hay Deen lens sel-
fish or more magnanimous than was
Mr, Mayo, His Hberality has been al-
ways one of .the charncteristics most
talked about. He was generous to n
fault. Money secemed to have no
charm for him except for the good
uses he could find for it. His great-
est pleasurs was in helping some good
causo or some person who needed an-
alatance,

Gifts ampunting to  probably one
hundped thousand dollars, or possibly
more, were made by him during the
Jast ffteen years of his life to schools
and churches, Thousinds upon thous-
ands of dollars were used In educating
boys and girls, about which the pub.
e knows nothing. The weiter has
personsl knowledge of some of these
cases, Also, of private contributions
made to worn-out preachers and de-

merving unfortunates. We have no .

doubt there are hundreds of such casen
thiut will never be known to the pub-
le,

Mr. Mayo was safe and conservative
‘ﬁn business matters. Unlike most rich

ten who spend much time in New
York, he never gambled in stocks
Wall street’'s speculative market had
no attraction for him. He uealt only
in substintials,. He kuew the Big
Sandy coul wns ren' and valuable, In
his youth he saw ‘he possibilities, and
he dreamed of making Eastern Kex-
tucky & “we hive of industry. He set
out, sitgle-handed, to accomplish the
encimons task. History does MOt re-
cord a case of greator perseverance, of
more dogged persistence in the face of
the most stupendous obstnclea. Start-
ing without a dollar to work out such
wonders as he brought to pass was
not his hardest problem, as subsequent
events proved. To get the ear of cap-
italists was a task that required years
of hard work, a considerable expendi-
tare of money, and rebuffs that would
have completely discournged o less
courageous and resourceful man. Then
questions arose a8 to title to most eof
the coul he had optioned and bought.
The old Virginlih land grants were re-
vived, Here was a battle to try him
more garely thian ever, If possible. As
usual, he planned deeply and well. He
set about w0 have o low enacted by the
Legislnture that would cledr the titles
without . taking and just rights away
from anyone. Finally this was accom-
plished, The constitutionality was
contested even to the Supreme Court
of the United States and the lnw wis
sustdined In 1911, The people have
been dble under this law to get thelr
titles cleared to thousands of acres of

waluable lund,

‘No man ever showed greater love

““for hig people than did Mr. Mayo for

the natives of the mountaing. He was
ever looking out for their interests.
Instead of selling thelr landg to in-
vestors who wanted to hold them un-
developed, he directed his great talents
solely to securing development. This
meant more work and greater burdens
for him, but he shirked no responsi-
bility,

For these and other reasons the Big
Sandy and Kentucky valleys have sus-
tained a loss that can not be estimated.
The news of his death brought anmis-
takable angulsh to every heart in this
mountain section. The people renlize
that they have loat their best friend
and their real benefaotor wmd that the
logs is irreparable.

Success did not turn the head of
John Mayo, He wns plain and con-
glderate to the day of his departure.
The poorest man in Kentucky could
get nds much of his time as any one
else, His pattonce was remoarkable.

He brought milllons of money [nto
Eastern Kentucky, much of it from
BEurope. In making his owr fortune
he never uppressed anyone, but helped
all with whom he dealt, and changed
his native lnnd from o reglon of com-
parative poverty to one of ~ great
wealth, He stood firmly for the Inter-
esta of the mountuwin people aga
every thréntened onerpachmaont
outside forces, Buch loynity to b
people as he has ahown has seld
over, heen equalled. The public

Fasel,



